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Buying a nome”?

You don’t have to figure it out alone.

Buying a home can feel exciting,
overwhelming, confusing, and rewarding
at the same time.

Wherever you are in the process,
we’re here with clear answers
and real support.






1. PLACE ONE END OF THE ENCLOSED STEEL MOUNTING BRACKET INTO THE GROUND.
2. INSERT TOP OF MOUNTING BRACKET INTO THE BOJTOM OF THE SIGN'S CORRUGATED OPE {INGS.

EASY SET-UP:




'S homeownersnip
right for you?

There’s no universal “perfect time” to buy a home.
The right time depends on your goals, finances,
lifestyle, and future plans.

For some people, renting makes sense right now.
For others, buying a home may help create more
long-term stability, flexibility, and equity.

Renting Buying

More flexibility to move Opportunity to build equity over time

Fewer maintenance responsibilities Freedom to personalize your space

Usually fewer upfront costs More long-term investment potential
Monthly rent can increase over time Monthly payment may stay more predictable
Limited control over the property Greater sense of ownership and stability

Questions to ask yourself:

How long do | plan to stay in this area?

What monthly payment feels comfortable?

Do | want more space or flexibility?

Am | ready for the responsibilities of homeownership?
What are my long-term goals?

There’s no one-size-fits-all answer.
The goal is to make the decision that works best for you.



Qualitying for
a Mortgage.

Getting approved for a mortgage isn’t about being perfect. It’s about looking at your overall
financial picture. When you apply, lenders look at four main things.

The 4 C’s of lending

Credit Your history of managing debt and making payments.

Capacity Your income and ability to comfortably handle a mortgage payment.

Capital Savings, assets, and funds available for down payment, closing costs, or reserves.
Collateral The home itself and the property’s value.

Pre-qualification

A quick estimate of what you may qualify for based on basic financial information.

versus

Pre-approval
A more detailed review of your finances that can help strengthen your offer
when shopping for homes.

Remember: Just because you qualify for a certain amount doesn’t mean you need to spend
that amount. The goal is to find a payment that fits comfortably into your life.



Buying a home is a big financial decision. But understanding your numbers makes it feel
a lot more manageable. Your mortgage payment is only one part of the picture. It helps to
look at your whole monthly budget, and what feels comfortable long term.

Now with that
out of the way,
et’s talk budget.

Costs to consider:

* Mortgage payment

* Property taxes

« Homeowners insurance
 Utilities

* HOA dues

* Maintenance and repairs
* Internet and services

Check out our free loan calculator to estimate mortgage payments and budgets.
stockton.com/loan-calculator




[ he home journey

Step 1: Talk with a lender

Discuss your goals, budget, and financing options.

Step 2: Get pre-approved

Understand your purchasing power before shopping for homes.

Step 3: Start house hunting

Work with your real estate agent to find the right home.

Step 4: Make an offer

Once you find the right home, your agent will help submit an offer.

Step 5: Complete your loan application

Provide documentation needed to move your loan through the approval process.

Step 6: Home inspection

An inspector evaluates the home’s condition.

Step 7: Appraisal

An appraiser confirms the home’s value.

Step 8: Underwriting review

Your loan file is reviewed for final approval.

Step 9: Clear to close

Final loan approval is issued.



Step 10: Closing day

Sign paperwork, receive the keys,
and officially become a homeowner.




\\orking with
the right lender
matters.

Choosing a lender is about more than just an
interest rate. And the right one can make the
whole process clearer and easier to navigate.

Where Stockton get’s it right...

Real people, real fast
Because questions don’t keep business hours.
Call, text, or email. A real person answers.

Options that fit your life
No two buyers are the same.
So we'll find the financing that fits yours.

We know your market
We live and work in the communities we serve.
We know the neighborhoods, and we know the market.

Tech that doesn’t replace people
Easy online tools, backed by real people who pick up the phone.

We’ve seen it before
First-time buyer? Renovation? New construction?
We’ve guided buyers through all of it.

And we seriously love pets
No, really. Check out our Lending Paws Spotlight on your social feeds.
Stockton is a strong supporter of several local shelters in many states.






Before you
start touring
NOMES...



It helps to think through your priorities
before falling in love with a place.
Here are some questions to ask yourself.

Location

* How important is commute time?

* Do school districts matter?

» Do you want privacy or a neighborhood feel?

* How important are walkability and nearby amenities?

Home features

* What are your must-haves?

* What are your nice-to-haves?

* Do you want move-in ready or are you open to renovations?
* How much outdoor space do you want?

Budget and lifestyle

* What monthly payment feels comfortable?

* How much maintenance are you comfortable with?
» Are you planning to stay long-term?

* Will your needs change over the next few years?

What kind of house will work long term?

(Consider your plans for the next five to ten years.)

» Do you want to host gatherings? If so, what kind of space do you need?
* Do you need to make considerations for a pet?

* Do you need to consider accessibility?

Helpful tip:
Create a list of your top 3 non-negotiables before starting your search.






| oan document
checklist

Not every borrower will need every document listed below, but this can help
you prepare for the mortgage process. Your loan officer will help guide you
through exactly what’s needed for your loan.

Personal information

[J Driver’s license or government-issued ID
[J] Social Security card or number

[J Address history for past two years

Income information
[J Recent pay stubs for past 30 days
[J] W-2s and/or 1099s
[J Tax returns

[J Retirement or Social Security income documentation (if applicable)

Asset information
[ Bank statements
[] Retirement account statements

[J Investment account statements

Housing information

[0 Homeowners insurance information

[0 Property tax information (if applicable)

Other information (if applicable)
[J Divorce decree
[J Bankruptcy discharge paperwork
[J Child support documentation
[J Explanations for large deposits or credit inquiries

[J Judgment or lien releases



Ready to
get startede

Whether you’re ready to buy now or just exploring, we’re here to help you
understand the process and move forward with confidence.

STOCKTON

MORTGAGE

Stockton Mortgage NIVILS: 8259

Equal Housing Lender | nmlsconsumeraccess.org

This is not a commitment to lend. All loans are subject to credit and property approval.
Program availability and qualification requirements may vary.
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